3O                 1 he House of Ghazni.     [A.D. 1001-1186.
side when once turned in flight, so arranged them* that,
if repulsed, they found unimpeded room for flight behind
their,. On tLis occasion, however, they b'ehaved well,
and or.e even seized the standard-bearer of the Tartar
king and Sur.g him in the air. Elik Khan was defeated,
and Mahn:uci, scorning the precept never to make war in
the winter, pursued his enemy regardless of the rigour
of the weather. A shivering captain entered the tent
v/I;ere the king sat warm and comfortable before a stove,
ai:d was greeted with these words, " Go tell the winter
he i:iay burst his cheeks with bluster, for here we
defy h:ii;.:j Th j captain went out and delivered the
message from *>.j king to winter, and shortly returning
said, " I have delivered the message, but the surly season
replies, that if his hands cannot reach the skirts of
royalty, he will so vex the army that to-morrow Mahmud
shall saddle his horse for himself" ; and indeed next
day many horses and men had succumbed to the cold,
and the victorious Sultan, abandoning the pursuit, re-
turned to Ghazni, and finding that the renegade Raja
had revoked, he took him prisoner and confined him
for life.
In A.B. icoS the Sultan resolved to crush his persis-
tent opponent, Anancl Pal of Lahore, who implored the
assistance r-f al: the Hindu princes, and invoked their
aid to expel the Muhammadans from India. So many
responded, and so vast an army was collected, that
Muhammadans and Hindus confronted each other for
forty days near Peshawar, neither caring to precipitate
an engagement. Mahmud intrenched his camp, and at
length began the battle, but his vanguard was turned by
the Ghakkar spearmen, who penetrated his camp, but
were expelled, when the fortune of the day turned, and
the Hindus, losing heart on the flight of their leader,
whose elephant f*ed from the fieid of battle, were not